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VENEZUELA CP 
CENTER FIRED ON 
: CARACAS, Venezuela — Uni- 
dentified persons in a car fired 
at the building of the regional 
organization of the Communist 
Party of Venezuela in San Felix 
locality, Bolivar State. 

Gustavo Machado, chairman of 
the Venezuela CP. wired a de- 
mand to the ministers of the In- 
terior and Defense for an inquiry 
into the incident and for punish- 
ment of those guilty. He blamed 
reactionary groups that are at the 
service of the CIA. 

The Venezuelan CP has been 
the target of several attacks be- 
cause of the rise of its popular- 
ity. The VCP has played an im- 
portant role in the struggle 
against foreign monopolies and 
in the drive to return oil re- 
sources to Venezuela which are 
at present owned by U.S. mo- 
nopolies. 
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i Peace Corps B 


• ' Faced with rising antiwar 
dissent among its volunteers 
overseas, the Peace Corps is 

; endorsing efforts of volun- 
i teers who arrange to come 
| home to protest, but remains 
| f irm in its opposition to pro- 
tests overseas, ■ 

Thomas J, Houser, deputy 
director of the Peace Corps, 
said in an interview that re- 
cent trips to Washington by 
volunteers serving in Panama, 
South Korea and Venezuela 
were "the most constructive 
possible way to express feel- 
ings on Cambodia and Viet- 
nam.’ 

If the volunteer contingents 
in other countries should de- 
cide to send representatives 
here, he said, “when they 
come, they will be well-re- 
ceived. We'll spend as much 
time with them as we can.” ,, 
He stopped short, however, 
of offering financial or logisti- 
cal assistance. 

If the volunteer contingents 
! in other countries should de- 
cide to send representatives 
| here, he said, "when they 

• come, they will be well re- 
i ceived. We’ll spend 'as much 

time with them as we can.” 

He stopped short, however, 
of offering financial or logisti- 
cal assistance. 

“I don’t think it's a public 
’agency’s job to be in the busi- 
ness of promoting and facili- 
tating the expression of dis- 
sent," Houser explained. He 
said, for example, that the 
Peace Corps staff here will 
not arrange appointments 
with congressmen for protest- 
ing volunteers. 

The trips of those who al- 
ready have come back were fi- 
nanced by contributions from 
-the groups they represented, 
end' their lobbying efforts 
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JACK McKENNA 
. . • intense discontent 


were arranged by student 
groups here, i 

Jack McKenna, 27, of 
Miami, who has returned to 
his Peace Corps assignment as 
an adviser to the city govern- 
ment of Cabudarc, Venezuela, 
after a week of antiwar lobby- 
ing, said volunteers are turn- 
ing to the new format of pro- 
test as "more effective than 
public dissent” abroad. 

Peace Corps Director Jo- 
seph H. Blatchford has issued 
strict regulations against dem- 
onstrations overseas that 
might interfere in the affairs 
of a host country, and some 
volunteers have been sus- 
pended for violating them. 

McKenna, who brought an 
antiwar petition signed by 03 
of the • 134 Peace Corpsmcn 
serving in Venezuela (he said 
many others were too far 
away to be reached in time), 
offered a different argument 


against the war rrom most of 
the student lobbyists who 
have flooded the Capitol since 
early May. 

' "There is very widespread 
and intense discontent (over 
the American involvement in 
Southeast Asia) in Venezuela 
by Venezuelans,” be said, "not 
just students, but all segments 
of the population." 

lie argued that this feeling 
“has affected our ivork and 
our morale. The Venezuelans 
are very sensitive about Amer- 
ican involvement in the affairs 
of another country.” 

Since the entry of American 
troops into Cambodia, Mc- 
Kenna said, “I get questions 
all the time” from the people 
of the city of 12,000, where he 
helps organize garbage collec- 
tion and other municipal serv- 
ices. 

“They can’t understand the 
war; it bewilders them,” he ex- 
plained. He also said that 


1 


sifled since the Cambodian in- 
vasion.” 

McKenna, who still has six 
months of his two-year' Peace 
Corps term to serve, said he 
had talked with Sens. Mark 
O. Hatfield (R-Orc.) and Jos- 
eph M. Montoya (D-N.M,), 
Reps. James Symington (D- 
Mo.) and. Morris K. Udall (D- 
Ariz.) and ‘countless legisla- 
tive aides” while here. “I 
can’t say I changed anybody's 
vote, he said. 

Houser, who also met with 
him, praised McKenna for a 
“sensible” approach. The dep- 
uty director suggested that 
congressmen' found it useful 
to hear “an. indiyidual view:. 


point of what a volunteer lsj 
experiencing overseas, 

“I’m sure a congressman ap- ! 
predates a volunteer coming j 
back and talking to him rather; 
than marching publicly” in the 
j country where he is serving,' 
Houser added. ‘ , t 

He said the President’s staff 
was aware of the visits from 
antiwar volunteers, “but not; 
necessarily in detail. The next; 
ones to come may want to goj 
to the White House with their' 
message.” j 

Most people in the adminis-! 
tration recognize, Houser ex-j 
plained, that “the Peace Corps' 
volunteer overseas, being es- 
sentially a young person and a i 
recent college graduate, re- 
flects the views of his col-: 
leagues back in this country.” ! 

Under law, Peace Corps vol-i 
unteers are regarded as ordi- 
nary citizens overseas, rather: 
than as government represent- 
atives. 

| /If volunteer morale and 
[effectiveness Is being affected 
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some old suspicions of the 
Peace Corps had returned — 

‘we are accused often of being 

CIA spies, and this has intelC^?^ 55 b A eln S a // ectcd 
sified since the Cambodian in.l by . war ln Asia, Houser 


said, the attitude of foreign 
governments toward the Peace 
Corps is not. He said requests: 
for volunteers have begun to t 
rise for the first time since! 
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